
Journalism II FAQ 
 

Q: Who is the teacher and how do I contact him? 
 
A: The class is taught by Mr. Jason Davis, who has a degree in journalism and 
experience at two different newspapers. He can be reached best by e-mail at 
jdavis@goaj.org.  
 
Q: What is Journalism 2? 
 
A: J2 is an advanced journalism class that builds on the basic skills learned in J1. J2 students 
will do projects similar to those in J1.  
 
Q: How are my grades broken down? 
 
A: Grades are not weighted. The more “important” assignments will be worth more points. 
 
Q: What type of work will I be doing? 
 
A: Students in Journalism 2 will get more traditional journalism curriculum than in the 
beginning class. J2 students are also the stewards of the Canyon Chronicle, CCJH’s 
award-winning newspaper website. During this class, students conduct real research, do real 
interviews, and write real stories that are published online for the world to see. The 
Chronicle can be found at canyonchronicle.com. Coverage includes news about sports, 
academics, and events, as well as researched opinion pieces and movie reviews.  
 
Our goal, quite simply, is to make Cougar Media one of the best junior-high programs in 
America! 
 
Q. Are there a lot of tests? 
 
A: There are a few quizzes and tests. Mr. Davis mostly assesses what you’ve learned based on 
your writing, but does use traditional quizzes just to make sure you’ve got the basic 
concepts. 
 
Q: Do I have homework? 
 
A. No, but if you don’t finish something in class it is expected to be completed at home. This is 
journalism and deadlines matter. Grades for Chronicle stories will be reduced by 20 percent 
if the deadline is missed. 
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Q: Do I need anything special for J2? 
 
A: You will need one composition notebook to create an interactive notebook and a 
reporter’s notebook to use when writing stories. If you have trouble finding one, they will be 
available for purchase for $2 in class. Mr. Davis has Chromebooks for all your technology 
needs and the writing assignments all begin with good, old-fashioned pencil and paper 
drafts. 
 
 
Q: What rules and procedures do I need to know? 
 
·         Follow the Cougar PRIDE matrix to the best of your abilities. Strikes will be used as 
consequences for students who consistently do not meet that expectation. Use of the word 
“retarded” and derogatory use of the word “gay” will earn a student an automatic strike. 

·         Be in your seat with your computer open when the bell rings. 

·         Remain in your seat at all times. If you need to get up for any reason, please raise your 
hand. 

·         Be respectful to others, as well as their property and ideas. SLANT when others are 
speaking.  

·         Discussion and collaboration are encouraged and expected. “I am the Walrus” is used 
when when your attention is needed. 

·         Food, candy, gum, and soda are for lunchtime. Only water bottles will be permitted. 

·         Cell phones are allowed for some classroom activities. Otherwise they should be silent 
and in your backpack. 

·         The teacher dismisses the class, not the bell. Please stay in your seat until your are 
excused. 

·         Late work is accepted until the last week before progress reports and final grades are 
due, but it is the student’s responsibility to be aware of his or her grade.  

·        Grades for Chronicle stories will be reduced by 20 percent if the deadline is missed.  

 

Q: What are the expectations for media students? 

·         If you say you’ll do it, do it. 

 



·         Respect the people you’re covering, as well as your fellow staffers. 

·         When you’re working, work. 

·         Don’t just get it done, get it done right - and on time.  

·         Treat equipment like it’s your own 

 

Please Sign 

I have read the Journalism 2 syllabus and understand the course description, policies, etc. 

 

IMPORTANT: By signing, you grant your permission to have your child’s work published on 
the Canyon Chronicle, as well as the CCJH and AJUSD websites, the Apache Junction 
Independent, the Apache Junction News, and other publications. 

 

Student Name:________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Name(s):___________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent e-mail: ________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
(While Mr. Davis may e-mail you with concerns, it is far more likely that your e-mail will be 
used to share positive notes about your child. Please share and write neatly. 

 


